Polytetrafluoroethylene-coated pacemaker leads as surgical management of contact allergy to silicone.
We have previously reported an 18-year-old girl with a congenital heart defect who developed complete heart block after one of her corrective surgeries and who needed an epicardial pacemaker implantation. She developed contact sensitivity to silicone compounds. The problem was solved by implanting a silicone-free pacemaker system utilizing silicone-free transvenous leads. The patient was readmitted 2 years later due to lead failure. As no silicone-free epicardial leads were available, we decided to use standard silicone epicardial leads and enclose the whole system in Gore-Tex material (W.L. Gore & Associates, Flagstaff, AZ). Based on our experience we would discourage the use of silicone-free transvenous pacing leads for epicardial use.